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IN THE 
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AIMS : 



:ers, includina 



A system for a network of compi 
pe/&feonal computers, comprising: 

means for network services includ4-ng browsing 
functions, as well as shared computei/processing such as 
parallel processing, to be provided/to said personal 
computers within said network; 

at least two said personal computers; 

means for at least one of a4id personal computers, . 
when idled by a personal user, /to be made available 
temporarily to provide said s/hared computer processing 
services to said network; arid 

means for monitoring 6n a net basis the provision of 
said services to each said personal computer or to said 
user . 
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2. The system a£ claim 1, wherein said system is 
scalar in that said iystem imposes no limit to the number 
of said personal computers. 



3 . The syst/em oy. 
includes at lea/t lO: 



qlaim 2, wherein said system 
id personal computers. 



4. The i^ystem/fi6f c/laim 1, wherein saia system is 
scalar in th^^ said system imposes no limit to the numbe: 
of said pe:rSonal computers participating in a single 
shared cornputer processing operation. 



1 

2 



5. /The system of claim 4, wherein said system 
include^ at least 256 said personal computers. 
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The system of claim 1, wherein said network is 
connected to the Internet and its equivalents and 
sucffcessors, so that said personal computers include at 
leas,t a million personal computers. 



The system of claim 1, wherein said network is 



4. 
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connected to the World Wide Web and At 



s successors , 
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8. The system of claim 1, wherein said network 
includes at- least one network se/ver that participates in 
said shared computer processing/: 
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9. The system of claim/, wherein said monitoring 
means includes a meter deviofe to measure the flow of 
computing power between sai/& personal computers and said 
network. 
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10. The system of /claim 1, wherein said monitoring 
means includes a means/by which said personal user of 
said personal computer is provided with a prospective 
estimate of cost for/said network to execute an operation 
requested by said user prior to execution of said 
operation by said network. 
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The svstem of ^^im 1, wherein said system has 
a control means^by whic^J-^ermi t and to deny access to 
said personal computers/by /said network for shared 
computer processing . 




12 . 



system of claim 1, wherein-- access to said 
personal con^puters by said network is limited to those 
times when /said personal computers are idle. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



13. /The system of claim 1, wherein said personal 
computers/ having at least one microprocessor and 
communicating with said network through a connection 
means h^ing a speed of data transmission that is at 
least g/eater than a peak data processing speed of said 
microprocessor . 



A system for a network of computers, including 
persorfal computers, comprising: 

neans for network services including browsing 
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4 functions, as well as shared computer p(tocessing such as 

5 parallel processing, to be provided t/b said personal 

6 computers within said network; / 

7 at least two said personal cofeputers; 

8 means for at least one of s/id personal computers, 

9 when idled by a personal user, /to be made available 

10 temporarily to provide said sl?iared computer processing 

11 services to said network; and 

12 means for maintaining /k standard cost basis for the 

13 provision of said service/ to each said personal computer 

14 or to said user. / 

1 15. The system yzSf claim 14, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that said /system imposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal cc/mputers . 

1 16. The system of claim 15, wherein said system 

2 includes at lea!st 1,024 said personal computers. 

1 17. Th/e system ogS claim 14, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in tJriat said ^^^t em imposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computyers participating in a single 

4 shared cornputer prcs^es^ing operation, 

1 Itf. The system of claim 17, wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 said personal computers. 

1 / 19. The system of claim 14, wherein said network is 

2 connected to the Internet and its equivalents and 

3 successors, so that said personal computers include at 

4 least a million personal computers. 

1 / 20. The system of claim 14, wherein the standard 

2 /cost is fixed. 

1 / 21. The system of claim 14, wherein the fixed 

2 / standard cost is zero. 
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22. The system of claim 14, wherein /aid means for 
maintaining a standard cost basis includ^ the use of 
making available a standard number of s^d personal 
computers for shared processing by personal 
computers. 
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23. The system of claim l/ wherein said network is 
connected to the World Wide W^ and its successors. 



24. The system of c;k4im 14, wherein said personal 
user can override said m^ans for maintaining a standard 
cost basis so that sa^ personal user can obtain 
additional network a^rvices. 
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25. The sv^tem of cl;&im 14, wherein said system has 
a control mearj^ by whicK/J-TJermit and to deny access to 
said persona/ computers/by /said network for shared 
computer processing. 
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2^. The system of claim 14, wherein said personal 
compilers having at least one microprocessor and 
comjfiunicating with said network through a connection 
me^ns having a speed of data transmission that is at 

sast greater than a peak data processing speed of said 
microprocessor . 
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^ t^^ J ^/ ' ^ system for' a netw^a^^: of computers, including 
Dersopal computers, comprisii^: 

at least two said pe^g^onal computers; 

means for at leas^ne said personal computer, when 
directed by its pers^jrfial user, to function temporarily as 
a master personal jzfomputer to initiate and control the 
execution of a oe^mputer processing operation shared with 
at least one o^her said personal computer in said 
network ; 

meaii^ for at least one other said personal computer, 
when idl/d by its personal user, to be made available to 
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12 function temporarily as at least one sl^ve personal 

13 computer to participate in the execut^n of a shared 

14 computer processing operation contrc^led by said master 

15 personal computer; and / 

1^ means for said personal coif^uters to alternate as 

17 directed between f unctioningy^s a master and functioning 

18 as a slave in said shared computer processing operations. 

1 28. The system of^ claim 27, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that said system imposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computers. 

1 29. The system of claim 28, wherein said system 

2 includes at l4ast 256 said personal computers, 

1 30. The system of claim 27,* whe;?ein said system is 

2 scalar in that said system impose^^^no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computers parjsdTcipating in a single 

4 shared computer ^gTc^oe^Bs^T^^^/zi^^^s^c^on , 

1 , .31. The systenjx^f claim 30, wherein said system 

2 includes at leas^/^56 said personal computers, 

^^^^^^ 32. The system of claim 2^, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that said system imposes no limit to the number 

3 of said personal computers pa^rt icipat ing in a single 

4 shared computer processing Operation. 

1 33. The system of c/laim 27, wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 s/id personal computers. 

1 34. The system ybf claim 27, wherein said network is 

2 connected to the Internet and its equivalents and 

3 successors, so thatf said personal computers include at 

4 least a million personal computers, 

1 35. The s/stem of claim 27, wherein said shared 
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2 computer processing is parallel processin^^. 

1 36. The system of claim 27, where/ said network is 

2 connected to the World Wide Web and it/ successors. 

1 37. The system on claim 27, wh4rein a means for 

2 network services, including browsin'g and broadcast 

3 functions, as well as shared comp^,/ter processing such as 

4 parallel processing, are provided to said personal 

5 computers within said network. / 

1 38. The system of claim' 27, wherein said network 

2 includes at least one netwoi/k server that participates in 

3 said shared computer proce/sing. 



39. The system of ytlaim 27, wherein said personal 

2 computers include a tra(^isponder means so that a master 

3 personal computer can/determine the closest available 

4 slave personal completers 

1 40. The system of claim 27, wherein said closest 

2 available slave ^rsonal computer is compatible with said 

3 master persona/ computer to execute said shared computer 

4 processing o^/ration. 

/ 

1 41. The system of claim 27, wherein said personal 

2 computers/having at least one microprocessor and 

3 communicating with said network through a connection 

4 means having a speed of data transmission that is at 

5 least/greater than a peak data processing speed of said 

6 microteaiscessor . 



A syst^fu^^chitecture for computers, including 
personal computers , disjunction within a network of 
computers, comprising: 

4 a computer with at le^^^ two microprocessors and 

5 having a connection means witHy network of computers; 
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said architecture for said computyers including a 
firewall means for personal computers^ to limit access by 
said network to only a portion of thfe hardware, software, 
firmware, and other components of ^id personal 
computers ; 

said firewall means will not/permit access by said 
network to at least a one said microprocessor having a 
means to function as a master microprocessor to initiate 
and control the execution of a /computer processing 
operation shared with said at /least one other 
microprocessor having a mean^ to function as a slave 
microprocessor ; and 

said firewall means permitting access by said 
network to said slave microprocessor, 

43. The system architecture of claim 42,. wherein 
said computer is a personal computer. 

44. The system architecture of claim 43, wherein 
said personal, computer ^s a microchip, 

45. The system afrchi tecture of claim 42, wherein 
said computer have a obntrol means by which to permit and 
to deny access to sai^ computer by the network for shared 
computer processing, 



1 46. The systerfi of claim 43, wherein said system is 

2 scalar in that saia system imposes no limit to the number' 

3 of said personal c/omputers . 

1 47. The system of claim 46, wherein said system 

2 includes at least 256 said personal computers. 



1 48. The system of claim 43, wherein said network is 

2 connected to t/he Internet and its equivalents and 

3 successors, sjb that said personal computers include at 

4 least a millibn personal computers. 



wo 98/26366 



PCT/US97/21812 



1 
2 
3 
4 



54 



49. The system of claim 43 -/wherein said system is 
scalar in that said system impp^s no limit to the number 
of said personal computers anticipating in a single 
shared computer processiiig^ operation. 
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50, The systeiji/bf claim 49, wherein said system 
includes at least/256 said personal computers. 
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51, Th^ system of claim 43, wherein said personal 
computers/having at least one microprocessor and 
communist ing with said network through a connection 
means/4iaving a speed of data transmission that is at 
le^t greater than a peak data processing speed of said 
.croprocessor . 




